MDA recognized as the first overseas accredited and certified
Continuous Professional Education (CPE) for Singapore
dentists and oral health therapists by Singapore Dental
Council and Singapore Ministry of Health.

pet

By Dr Lee Soon Boon, President of the Malaysian Dental Association (MDA)

The Malaysian Dental Association (MDA) is most honored to receive this rare and prestigious distinction
of being recognized officially by Singapore Dental Council and Singapore Ministry of Health as their
accredited and certified Continuous Professional Education (CPE) provider. This good news was
announced by the Chief Dental Officer Ministry of Health Singapore, Associate Professor Dr Patrick
Tseng recently at the 2" Malaysian Dental Association-Singapore Dental Association Joint Scientific
Meeting in Johor Bahru on 5-6 December 2009. They made MDA as the first overseas certified CPE
provider accredited by Singapore Ministry of Health in recognition of MDA high quality continuous
dental education programs. From now onwards, Singapore dentists and dental therapists can participate
in MDA organized events to obtain credit points for their mandatory CPE LJ2 A yequikéent to renew
their professional practicing licenses. This positive development will spur MDA to work harder to
further uplift the quality of continuous professional development events as well as to gain similar
recognition from other regional and international countries.
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JOHOR BARU: Private dentists
will soon have to collect, points to
allow them to renew their prac-
tising certificates.

When amendments o the Den-
tal Act are passed, clocking up a
minimum number of credits un-

3
- der the Continuing Professional

Development (CPD) scheme will
1 be compulsory for dentists (o

continue practising.

Malaysian Dental Association
(MDA) president Dr lLee Soon
Boon said CPD would ensure that
dentists continued to broaden
their  experience and further
their education.

Continuous education will also
result in better job prospects for
dentists and improved quality of
services to the public,

“CPD has been compulsory for
dentists in the civil service for the
past five years and we believe
thai expanding the scheme to pri-
vate dentists will greatly henefit
the profession.”

Points are collected in various
ways, such as by attending den-

-_—

Private dentists must
collect points to
continue practising

listry conventions and courses
and taking up postgraduate stud-
ics. Many other countries have
similar credit systems for den-
Lists.

“One of them is Singapore and
we hope Lo gain from Singapore’s
experience ol its Continuing Pro-
fessional Education (CPE)
scheme.” Dr Lee said after the
opening of the MDA-Singapore
Dental Association Joint Scientif-
ic Convention yesterday.

About 160 dentists from both
countries attended the conven-
tion, the second held so far.

Singaporean [Ilealth Ministry
Chief Dental Officer Assoc Prof Dy
Patrick Tseng said the Singapore
Dental Council would invite MDA
to be an accredited CP1: provider
for Singaporean dentists and oral
health therapists.

“This means that Singaporean
dentists may attend and obtain
credits from MDA-organised CP):
events. MDA will be the {irst over-
seas accredited CPE provider ™
he said. S
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